
 
THE ACHIEVEMENT CHART:  

CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES, GRADES 9–12 
 
 

Categories Level 0 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Knowledge and Understanding – Subject-specific content acquired in each grade (knowledge), and the 
comprehension of its meaning and significance (understanding) 

• knowledge of content 
 
 
 
• understanding of content 

demonstrates little 
to no knowledge of 
content 
 
demonstrates little 
to no 
understanding of 
content 

demonstrates 
limited knowledge 
of content 
 
demonstrates 
limited 
understanding of 
content 

demonstrates 
some knowledge 
of content 
 
demonstrates 
some 
understanding of 
content 

demonstrates 
considerable 
knowledge of 
content 
 
demonstrates 
considerable 
understanding of 
content 

demonstrates 
thorough 
knowledge of 
content 
 
demonstrates 
thorough 
understanding of 
content 

Thinking – The use of critical and creative thinking skills and/or processes 

• uses planning skills: 
 
 
• uses processing skills: 
 
 
• uses critical/creative thinking 
processes: 

with little to no 
effectiveness  
 
with little to no 
effectiveness 
 
with little to no 
effectiveness 

with limited 
effectiveness  
 
with limited 
effectiveness 
 
with limited 
effectiveness 

with some 
effectiveness 
 
with some 
effectiveness 
 
with some 
effectiveness  

with considerable 
effectiveness  
 
with considerable 
effectiveness 
 
with considerable 
effectiveness 

with a high degree 
of effectiveness 
 
with a high degree 
of effectiveness 
 
with a high degree 
of effectiveness 

Communication – The conveying of meaning through various forms 

• expresses and organizes ideas and 
information in oral, visual, and/or 
written forms: 
 
• communicates for different 
audiences and purposes in oral, 
visual, and/or written forms: 
 
• uses conventions, vocabulary, and 
terminology of the discipline in oral, 
visual, and/or written forms: 

with little to no 
effectiveness  
 
 
with little to no 
effectiveness 
 
 
with little to no 
effectiveness 

with limited 
effectiveness  
 
 
with limited 
effectiveness 
 
 
with limited 
effectiveness 

with some 
effectiveness 
 
 
with some 
effectiveness 
 
 
with some 
effectiveness  

with considerable 
effectiveness  
 
 
with considerable 
effectiveness 
 
 
with considerable 
effectiveness 

with a high degree 
of effectiveness 
 
 
with a high degree 
of effectiveness 
 
 
with a high degree 
of effectiveness 

Application – The use of knowledge and skills to make connections within and between various contexts 

• applies knowledge and skills in 
familiar contexts: 
 
• transfers knowledge and skills to 
new contexts: 
 
• makes connections within and 
between various contexts:  

with little to no 
effectiveness  
 
with little to no 
effectiveness 
 
with little to no 
effectiveness 

with limited 
effectiveness  
 
with limited 
effectiveness 
 
with limited 
effectiveness 

with some 
effectiveness 
 
with some 
effectiveness 
 
with some 
effectiveness  

with considerable 
effectiveness  
 
with considerable 
effectiveness 
 
with considerable 
effectiveness 

with a high degree 
of effectiveness 
 
with a high degree 
of effectiveness 
 
with a high degree 
of effectiveness 

 
 
 

Adapted from pages 44 and 45 of the 2015 Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, Canadian and World Studies, by Art Lightstone 

 



Notes:  
 
The original achievement chart in the 2015 Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, Canadian and World Studies did not 
include a Level F to specifically address a failing level of skill.  
 
Page 41 of the 2015 Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, Canadian and World Studies point out that specific 
“qualifiers” are used with the descriptors in the achievement chart to describe student performance at each of the four 
levels of achievement – the qualifier “limited” is used for level 1; “some” for level 2; “considerable” for level 3; and a “high 
degree of” or “thorough” for level 4. Hence, achievement at level 3 in the Thinking category for the criterion “use of 
planning skills” would be described in the achievement chart as “[The student] uses planning skills with considerable 
effectiveness.” 
 
 
Examples of the various categories of knowledge and skills: 
 
The original achievement chart in the 2015 Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, Canadian and World Studies contains 
a number of examples within the chart itself. Those examples were removed from the achievement chart presented here 
in an effort to both streamline the chart and to more clearly delineate the connection between the various categories of 
knowledge and skills and the descriptors associated with the various levels.  
 

● Knowledge of content: facts, terms, definitions 

● Understanding of content: concepts, ideas, theories, interrelationships, procedures, processes, methodologies, 
spatial technologies 

● Use of planning skills: organizing an inquiry; formulating questions; gathering and organizing data, evidence, and 
information; setting goals; focusing research 

● Use of processing skills: interpreting, analysing, synthesizing, and evaluating data, evidence, and information; 
analysing maps; detecting point of view and bias; formulating conclusions 

● Use of critical/creative thinking processes: applying concepts of disciplinary thinking; using inquiry, 
problem-solving, and decision-making processes 

● Expression and organization of ideas and information: clear expression, logical organization) in oral, visual, and 
written forms 

● Communication for different audiences: (e.g. peers, adults) and purposes: (e.g., to inform, to persuade) in oral, 
visual, and written forms 

● Use of conventions: mapping and graphing conventions, communication conventions), vocabulary, and 
terminology of the discipline in oral, visual, and written forms 

● Application of knowledge and skills: concepts, procedures, spatial skills, processes, technologies) in familiar 
contexts 

● Transfer of knowledge and skills: concepts of thinking, procedures, spatial skills, methodologies, technologies) to 
new contexts 

● Making connections within and between various contexts (e.g., between topics/issues being studied and everyday 
life; between disciplines; between past, present, and future contexts; in different spatial, cultural, or environmental 
contexts; in proposing and/or taking action to address related issues; in making predictions) 

● Use of conventions: mapping and graphing conventions, communication conventions, vocabulary, and 
terminology of the discipline, either in oral, visual, or written forms. 

Adapted from pages 44 and 45 of the 2015 Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, Canadian and World Studies, by Art Lightstone 

 


